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ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE 

HON NORMAN MOORE (Mining and Pastoral — Leader of the House) [9.58 pm]: I move — 

That the house do now adjourn. 

Finding Sydney Foundation — Commemorative Service — Adjournment Debate 

HON SHEILA MILLS (South Metropolitan) [9.58 pm]: As some members would be aware, on a couple of 
occasions I have discussed the Finding Sydney Foundation, so it was a great privilege and a pleasure to be 
invited to the commemorative service in Geraldton on Wednesday last week. It was the first commemorative 
service following the successful search for and finding of HMAS Sydney II 250 kilometres off the coast of Shark 
Bay. Unusually for Geraldton, the weather was glorious. It was mild, with a blue sky and absolutely no wind, 
which was really strange. 

Approximately 2 000 people attended at the Dome of Souls—the Sydney memorial. There were the service 
associations, which included the Corvette Association, the Vietnam Logistic Support Veterans Association 
representing the ex HMAS Sydney WA Association, the RAAF No 9 Squadron Association, the Naval 
Association of Australia, the Returned Services League and the Mid West National Servicemen’s Association. 
Other guests included Her Excellency the Governor-General of Australia, Quentin Bryce; our own Governor, 
Dr Ken Michael; the Premier of WA; the Leader of the Opposition; the President of our Legislative Council and 
the Speaker of the Legislative Assembly; the Minister for Defence, Hon Joel Fitzgibbon, representing the Prime 
Minister; and the federal Leader of the Opposition, Malcolm Turnbull. There was quite a turnout of dignitaries. 
Also present were the Finding Sydney Foundation directors; the patron of that association, Tim Fischer; the 
Chief of Navy and Air Commander Australia and other Defence Force personnel; and friends and relatives of the 
645 crew who died on the Sydney. Students from the local schools were present. I particularly commend the 
cadets from training ship Morrow. They did a wonderful job of stewarding guests into the memorial. The 
working group behind the organisation of the event are to be congratulated, particularly the chair, my good 
friend Shane Hill, the former member for Geraldton. Friends and family can now experience closure over the 
sinking of the Sydney. I am sure that the wonderful commemorative service has assisted in this process. 

Question put and passed. 

House adjourned at 10.00 pm 

__________ 

 
 
 


